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Gray’s Inn, Nov. 10, 1753. 


Falfus Honor juvat, et mendax infamia terret 
Quem nifi mendofum et mendacem. Ffor. 


® Y Readers will obferve, that I frequently 
> {elect Mottos, for my Papers, from the Au- 
thor, whofe Name I have prefixed to this 
Day’s Effay; the Reafon of it is, his Senfe 
is fo refined, his Judgment fo found upon 
every Topic, and the Turn of his Expreffion 








intermixed with my own ordinary Ideas, in juch a Manner, that 
they recur to me, upon almoft every Occafion that can offer in 
Life. Horace is fo fenfibly and elegantly fententious, not only 
in his Epiftles and Satires, which are profefledly moral Dif- 
courfes, but alfo in his lighter Odes, and his gayeft Excurfions 
of Fancy, that I have often thought, an excellent Syftem of Mo- 
rallity, and a fine Set of Rules for a virtuous, and cheerful En- 


joyment 
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joyment of Life might be extracted out of his Writings; I have 
even carried this Hint fo far, as to think ferioufly of publithing 
a Tranfiation of all his excellent ethic Obfervations, which 
would, in my Opinion, be the beft Collection of Thoughts on 
various Subjects, that has ever been offered to the Public, and 
would greatly excel the quaint Autithefs, the pointed Turn, and 
the affected Wit of Rochfaucault. 


Tue Obfervation, which in the accidental Circulation of Ideas 
prefented itfelf to be difcuffed in this Lucubration, contains a 
beautiful moral, and is worthy of the Attention of the judicious. 
‘¢ Who is there,” fays the Bard, ‘* that can defire an Accef- 
“ fion of falfe Honour, who is not fenfible of fome inherent 
‘© Defeét? and who can be alarmed at the Blafts of Calumny 
** and Detraction, who bears in his own Heart a Regard to 
‘ Truth?”?—This Sentence contains fuch indelible Marks of 
a virtuous Difpofition, that if fhould be written in Letters of 
Gold, and impreffed in deep Characters on the Heart of every 
_ Man, who would pafs through Life with an honeft and fair Fame, 
as it fuggefts a juft Contempt for all ill-grounded Applaufe, 
and furnifhes the Man of upright Heart with the proper Wea- 
pons of a noble Difregard for the mean Defigns of Slander and 
Malevolence. 


Hypocrisy is confidered, by all Moralifts, as the moft def 
picable and infamous Difeafe of the Soul; it difcovers a Senfe 
of the Grace and Beauty of a fair Character, but generally car- 
ries with it a total Abfence of all thofe good Qualities, by which 
a Reputation is obtained, and it aims at Efteem, by artfully con- 
cealing the latent Imperfections, and exhibiting to the public 
Kye a glofiy Appearance of fomethine amiable and _ honeft. 
Contemptu fame contemni Virtutes, is, if LT remember right, the 
Obfervation of Tacitus, and is perfectly juft, for certain it is, 
that a Difregard for Fame will naturally induce an indolent In- 
difference for Virtue ; but it does not follow, that he, who courts 
a public Reputation, has implanted in his Mind a due Reverence 
for thole Principles, without which Fame will be aiways a Fu- 
gitive to him, who thinks of purfuing her in any other Path, 
than that of Generofity and ‘Truth. I believe, there are fre- 
quent Inftances of Men, who are turbulently careful of their 
Character in Public, and yet have never fufficiently endeavoured 
to eradicate out of their Breafts every Thing fordid, and to 
enrich the Soil with the Seeds of thofe Qualities, which alone. 
can fhoot up and ripen into real Honour. Unlefs the Mind is 
thoroughly weeded, infpight of every artful Difguife, the lurk- 

ing 
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ing Mifchief will, one Time or other, break out, and as Perfeus 


expreffes it, like a wild Fig-Tree, force its Way through the very 
Liver ; 





Qua femel intus 
Innata eft, rupto jecore exierit Caprificus. 


Since I have mention’d this Satirift, it coincides with my prefent 
Scope, to obferve, that there is not in any Author ancient or 
modern, a nobler Defcription of a Man of real Honour, than 
what is found in two Lines of his Writing; I fhall tranfcribe 
his Words, becaufe the Paffage is highly beautiful, and for the 


Sake of the mere Englifh Reader, I fhall add Mr. Dryden’s loote 
Tranflation. 


Compofitum jus fafque Animi, fonéofque Receffus 
Mentis, 8 Incc&ium generofo Poetus bonefto. 


A Soul, where Laws both human and diviire 
In Praéitice more than Speculation fhine , 

A genuine Honour, of a vigorous Kind, 
Pure in the laft Receffes of the Mind. 


CERTAIN itis, that for the Formation of a right Charaéter, 
it is requifite to have a perfect Knowledge of Right and Wrong 
fettled in the Mind, Virtue fhould be lodged in the Soul, and 
the Heart fhould glow with generous Truth ; but as the World 
now goes, there is more Art to acquire the popular Opinion, 
than Merit to deferve it; and the general Method, by which 
People grafp at Fame, confifts in depreciating fome Neighbour’s 
Character. Thus the female: Beauty aims at being a general 
Toaft, by detracting from fome other Fair one ; and if her Rival 
outfhines her Fiirts and Fipcets by an easy DeporTMENT at 
an Evening Affembly, her Word is, ‘* J/aw her this Morning, and 
“* (he looked very pale.” The Merchant likewife extends his own 
Credit and Correfpondence by an artful Propagation of Sufpi- 
cions to another’s Difadvantage ; and the Men, who afpire to 
a Reputation for Valour, are frequently known to recommend 
themfelves by mean Innuendo’s, to the Prejudice of fome An- 
tagonift; but, as in the former Inftance, the Merchant who 
can difcharge his Bills, when properly drawn upon, is fure of 
{tanding his Ground, fo the Gentleman, whofe Integrity remains 
unimpeached, whofe Candour is unftained, and whofe Firmnefs 
of Temper continues unfhaken, will be always fure of being 


looked upon in a proper Light by phic valuable Part of Man- 
kind. | 


CICERO 
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CICERO obferves, that for one Man to detraé& from ano- 
ther, and to think of aggrandizing himfelf at the Expence of 
his Neighbour, is more againft Nature, than Death, than Grief, 
or any other Calamity incident to human Life. And _ indeed 
there cannot be a ftronger Indication of a narrow Mind, than a 
Defign of erecting one’s {elf into a vain Popularity, by artfully 
making Ufe of falfe Appearances, and Building an imaginary 
Reputation upon the intended Ruins of a Character, hurried 
by Precipitancy and Warmth into a Situation, of which ill-de- 
figning Men might avail themfelves by a malicious Mifconftruc- 
tion of his Conduét, The Realms of Fame are not to be explored 
by Doudblings and Shiftings, and, whenever any would arrive 
at thofe Regions, Honour, Truth, and Generofity muft freight 
the Vefiel,; the Breath of voluntary, impartial Applaufe muft 
{well the Sail, and the Courfe muft be direct, bold, and open to 
the Eye of the World. For my own Part I cannot conceive 
what kind of Self-complacence can -be deduced from a Mitre- 
prefentation of Circumftances ; that™Mind mutt be really very il- 
liberal, that can attempt a vain-glorious Triumph, efpecially as it 
cannot be deaf to the Suggeftions of its own inward Confciouf- 
nefs, and more particularly, if it happens (as it fometimes will 
happen) that there is more than one Gentleman in the World 
in the Secret. 


A Reputation thus obtained muft certainly afford very little 
Satisfaction, and it will {till adminifter lefs, when we confider, that 
it is gained from the ignorant, the prejudiced, the mean, and the 
contemptible ; Tollat fua munera Cerdo, fays a Writer already 
quoted; let the Underlings of Mankind keep their Commen- 
dations to themfelves ; for the Praife of fuch is beneath the Am- 
bition of a Gentleman, and by Parity of Reafon, their Cenfure, 
their Difapprobation, their Cabals, their Intrigues, their Tattles, 
their daily Compotations, and their Midnight Clubs, are to be 
defpifed by any Man, educated to Honour, trained to Truth, and 
known, by the Opennefs of his Temper, to havea juft Contempt 
tor every Thing mean and little. 


To draw to a Conclufion ; falfe Honour is not worthy of any 
one’s Purfuit, and Calumny is not to be regarded by the Perfon 
who makes Truth the Guide of his Words and Adtions. The un- 
certain Tide of illufive Popularity is ever known to fluctuate, 
to ebb, and to fubfide, and then the Shal/lfows are difcovered, the 
treacherous Quickfands are revealed, and the Bottcm lies betrayed 
to Sight. In like Manner giddy Detraction {pends and exhaufts 

itfelf ; 
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itfelf; the Storm howls for a Time, and then decays into the 
Murmur of Obloquy, which at Length dies totally away; the 
Scene clears up; the Luftre of the Character intended to be 
be defaced, remains unfullied, and Infamy, inftead of adhering 
where it was directed, returns to its native Spring. 


a 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my Regifter-Office, Nov. 10, 1753. 


B EF ORE I proceed upon the Plan, which I have chalked out to 
myfelf for this Part of my Paper, fome late Contingencies have de- 
termined me to prefix the following fhort Letter. 


To Mr. Lun. 
S IR, 

THe next Time that you, at the Head of your Company of Comedians, 
take a fancy to make free with a certain Gentleman, he begs the Favour 
of you to carry on Matters as theatrically as poffible ; and, if it is intended 
that he fhould fall, he requefts it of you, to bring out one of your Play- 
houfe Carpets, that he may entertain his Fate with Decency. Your Com- 
pliance will oblige, 

Your Admirer, 


CHARLES RANGER. 


Having premifed thus much, I now judge it not improper to make pub- 
lic a Syftem of Rules, which I recornmend to the Managers of the Play- 
houfes, to hang up in a Frame behind the Scenes, for the better Inftruc- 
tion of the mimic Tribe in the Knowledge of themfelves, the Duty they 
owe the Public, and the Behaviour which it behoves them to obferve to 
Gentlemen in all public Places, as fome late TranfaCtions have made it 
manifeft, that they ought to be reftrain’d within proper Bounds. 


A Sxftem of. Rutes, We. 


I. That no Player fhall, during the Performance, ftand with a vacant 
Face, making a Tour with his Eyes round the Houfe, or ogling the 
Ladies in the Green-Boxes, but that he thall, to the bef of his Power, 
be attentive to the Bufinefs of the Scene to which he is engaged. 


II. That no Player fhall come on, imperfeé& in his Part, or take the Li- 
berty to infert his own Jokes and Witticifms, in the Productions of 
thofe Geniufes, for whom he fhould have the proper Refpect due to 
the Superiority of their Parts. 


II. That no one fhall miftake Bawling for Expreffion; Strutting and 
Swaggering for Depor:ment ; twifling the Body and looking Cunning 
for 
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for Sprightlinefs ; pinching of Hats and ftanding on Tiptoe, for grace- 
ful Attitude ; wry Faces for Humour, &c. but that each Performer 
who cannot arrive at EXCELLENCE, fhall at leaft pay fome Regard 
to Decency. 


IV. That Murder fhall.always be committed on the Stage, without being 
comical. 


V. That when any Gentleman thinks proper to enter the Green Room, 
no Arch-wag fhall endeavour to difconcert him before the whole Com- 
pany, by crying He—Hem! or by making ufe of any other Inter- 
jection equally witty and polite, with the one already mentioned. 


VI. That each Player recollect, that going on the Stage cannot exalt 
him from his former Station, to the Rank of a Gentleman, it being 
only allowed, by the Courte/y of England, that he, who was known 
to be a Gentleman before he appeared, fhall not be degraded by it, 
while in his Conduct he preferves the T'races of a genteel way of thinking. 


VII. Laftly,---That no Pofe of Players fhall go together in Clufters to 
Coffee-houfes Liting their Thumbs at Gentlemen ; and, if an unlucky 
Difference fhould arife between People in another Sphere, that no mouth- 
ing Tragedian have the Self-fufficience to intermeddle, upon pain of 
being thought, by the cool and the fenfible, to offer an Affront to 
every Gentleman prefent. 


Bedford Coffee-Houfe, Nov. 8, 1753. 


It is now confidently faid here, that the Pamphlet, which occafioned 
fome Difturbance laft Week, is the Production of a certain Enthufiaft, 
who, as we are informed by an humorous and pleafant Writer, in the 
Ebullition of his Zeal, leaped off E/fex-bridge in Dublin, for Liperty. 
The fame Advices add, that he intends to harangue all the Corporations 
of this Metropolis upon the Subject of his late Pamphlet, and then will 
Jeap from off the Battlements of the upper Gallery, ‘for the Caufe of Ro- 
meo and ‘fuliet. In this Cafe, it is believed, he will have two little Wifbes; 
firft, That he were a Bird, to fave him from the Fall; fecondly, That he 
were Juliet’s Bird, that he may inftantly fly to kifs her Hand. 


CASUALTIES. 


Romeo; ——- Ill of the Green-Sickne/s. 
Othello; ——— Jaw-fallen. 

Hamlet ; Lownefs of Spirits. 

Earl of Effex ; — Fallen from a Scaffolding. 
Faffier; —-— taken up for ftolen Goods. 
King Lear I] of Indigeftion. 

Capt. Plume; Loft his Stomach for Roaf? Beef. 
Romeo’s Apothecary ; Bruifed. 











By the particular Defire of feveral Gentlemen. 
On Saturday next this Author will reafflume his former Good-humour ; 
and, as his Mufe may be faid to be haggard at prefent, he will whi/le her 
off, and let her down the Wind to prey at nobler Game for the Future. 
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